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Why a WELCA group is important in your
church
When I met the new pastor’s wife she asked about our WELCA and when I said
we didn’t have one she was resolved: “Well, we will just have to start one.” I
had been a member of a busy, wonderful group at my last church and led bible
studies from Gather magazine. So the two of us started. We invited every
woman and talked about how it would be a special place to do projects,
ministry and have fun. We wanted to socialize and find ways to support the
members.
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We have made progress. Attendance seems to be growing. We had a coed
Christmas party which included a nursing home project of filling socks with
products like soap, shampoo and combs. We formed a telephone chain to
support members newly home from hospital with meals. We have finally
elected officers and adopted a constitution.

How do I explain to someone why we need a group just for women when I am
so happy to be part of a church that not only ordains women but has a female bishop in the state and
nationally?
-

Jesus recognized the gifts and value of women and we need to remind ourselves of our role in the
church.
Women are important to the faith journey your church is on and need a place to rest, grow and renew.
The Bible studies give women unfettered access to comment and learn. Sometimes we are shy in a
mixed group. The Gather studies are written by women and use a female view of the Bible.
Women have a unique view of service and see needs that might be missed in the larger church.
Women in a group are supportive sisters and eager to help each other.

I am touched and enriched by our small group’s progress and look forward to growing this group into as many
smaller ones as are needed. I encourage all churches both with and without WELCA to treasure and to
nurture their women and their gifts by making WELCA a part of the plan.
By Linda Wohlert Benitz, Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, Manahawkin

Our Mission and Purpose
As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ,
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and
wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.
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Thank you to everyone who attended this year’s

Thankoffering Service
It certainly was a ‘Sweet Fellowship,’ filled with friendship, laughter and worship, led by
Presiding Minister, Pastor Lee Zandstra of Living Waters Lutheran Church, Ringoes.
We raised $271 for Churchwide and HUGE piles of food for H.I.G.H.W.A.Y.S., Bayonne’s emergency food bank.

We learned how to create a Blessing Box for 2016
Each night, write one thing God blessed you with that day and put it into your box. Next year, before the
Thankoffering Service, open and read all the blessings God gave you during the previous year.
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What’s Happening in Your Unit?
The Thrift Shop at St John Lutheran Church, Passaic, had its
original beginning in 1974 when WELCA members opened a thrift
shop called the Golden Nugget in Jersey City by a network of
congregations. They sold donated clothing, housewares and small
appliances. In the 1990's it became a program of the Lutheran
Social Ministries of New Jersey.
When the Golden Nugget closed in 2002, the WELCA women of St
John Lutheran Church in Passaic, under the guidance of Joyce
Hartkopf, WELCA president at St John, began monthly Thrift Shops
at the church Parish Hall at 140 Lexington Avenue. This was a
program designed to benefit local charities as well as help
somewhat with the needs of the church. The area originally was a
magnet for German immigrants, and most recently has grown with
immigrants of Hispanic or Latin descent, who now comprise an
estimated 70% of the City of Passaic. The church now holds
Spanish services and English services regularly, and on occasion a German service. Members have
been blessed with Pastor Ignaki Unzaga, fluent in these languages.
Prices at the Thrift Shop are the lowest in the area, as the large numbers of repeat shoppers are
aware. Many are disappointed by our "vacation" months of January and July. We are fortunate to
have clothing donated by other churches whose pastors and congregations know Pastor Unzaga, and
we often have clothing of extremely high quality. Many of our customers send purchases to families in
other countries. Books are free and we encourage the children in particular to take them. Toys are
sold at extremely low prices.
In 2015 as in preceding years, we made donations to the Passaic office of The Salvation Army, Eva's
Village, St Peter's Haven, United Passaic Organization, Children's Day Nursery, First Presbyterian
Church Food Bank, and Mental Health Clinic of Passaic. Remaining funds were donated to St John
Church. As our WELCA membership at St John has declined, we have been blessed with helpers
volunteering who are not St John members. We have fund-raising dinners with help from the ladies of
St John Evangelical Lutheran Church in Clifton.
Super Bowl Sunday food and money collected in January is always donated to the food pantry at the
First Presbyterian Church, and money donated for Blanket Sunday is sent to Church World Service.
In 2015 WELCA members assembled 21 School Kits for Church World Service as well as 5 quilts
made from materials donated to us. Nineteen Christmas packages were assembled and donated to
Seafarer's International.
The WELCA mission has always been to serve our Lord by serving our community, our church, and
all people in need. Lorraine Simakowicz, our WELCA president, is an active member of the NJ Board
and our member Rosa Guzman is a youth board member.
By Margaret Franklin
WELCA Secretary
St John Lutheran Church

What’s your story?

We want to hear what your unit is up to. Email news
about events or special happenings within your unit to
njwelca@yahoo.com.
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2016 Convention Sneak Peak
Saturday, September 24, 2016

“I am not afraid”
Diversity

Addiction

Zion Lutheran Church, Oldwick

“I am not afraid of storms, for I am
learning how to sail my ship.”
(Louisa May Alcott, Little Women)

Change

Workshop Presenters:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stefani Coulter of Sail Hope, Inc. on ‘Learning how to sail your ship’
Anderson House Representative on ‘Recovering from addiction,’ their stories and skills learned
that help them succeed.
Rosa Guzman, NJ Welca Youth Board Member on ‘The struggles of undocumented students’
Thrivent Rep Ashley Decker on ‘Financial Literacy’
Heidi Neumark, author of ‘Hidden Inheritance,’ for a Book Club Discussion
Kathryn Schaefer of Crossroads Camp & Retreat Center on ‘The Stages of Group Development’
Rev. Mona Fitch-Elliot on ‘Community Organizing’
New Assistant to the Bishop, Rev. Kimberly Vaughn on Diversity
Mimi Cofer, NJ Synod LGBT Task Force
WELCA Churchwide President, Patti Austin

***************************************************************************************************************************************

Tentative 2016 Convention Schedule
8:00 am – 9:00 am
8:45 am – 9:00 am
9:00 am - 9:15 am
9:15 am – 9:30 am
9:30 am – 9:55 am
10:00 am – 12:15 am
10:05 am – 11:05 am
11:15 am – 12:15 pm
12:15 pm – 12:55 pm
1:00 pm – 1:30 pm
1:40 pm – 2:40 pm
2:45 pm – 3:15 pm
3:15 pm – 3:30 pm
3:30 pm

Registration
Delegate Orientation
Gathering Hymn, Opening Devotions
All Offerings & In-Kind Gifts will be received at this time
Announcements, Greetings, etc.
Keynote Speaker
Business meetings for board and delegates (visitors welcomed)
Workshops Session 1
Workshops Session 2
Lunch
Churchwide Representative Report
Workshops Session 3
Worship, Word & Sacrament
Installation of Board Members
Convention Closing
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Conventio
Convention Designated Gifts:
Anderson House
Anderson House is a residential program for women recovering from
alcoholism and drug addiction and their co-occurring disorders.
Dedicated to providing quality treatment, Anderson House supports
women as they develop the necessary goals and life skills to return to the
community as responsible, sober and productive individuals.
In-Kind gift suggestions: small appointment books/calendars, table-size picture frames, highlighters,
pens, messenger/book bags (neutral colors), toiletries, bath towels, twin-size sheets.
For more information on the wonderful work they do, visit www.andersonhouse.org

Crossroads Camp & Retreat Center
Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center is a place where youth and adults
alike can come to be themselves and have fun in God’s creation. Summer
camp strengthens the faith of all campers and sends them back to their
communities to do God’s work.
And don’t miss their

“Wednesday Away”

Wednesday Away at Crossroads Camp and Retreat Center is a wonderful monthly one-day
retreat. A time of rest and renewal on the first Wednesday of each month.
Check out the Crossroads website for more details www.crossroadsretreat.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Convention Book Club
Club Selection:
Hidden Inheritance: Family Secrets, Memory, and Faith
By Heidi B. Neumark
Imagine discovering a secret—that your family has a hidden Jewish
heritage. That your grandfather died in a concentration camp and your
grandmother was a death-camp survivor. How did you not know? How
would it change your spiritual life? Heidi Neumark, a Lutheran pastor,
happened upon records that revealed her family’s loss and trauma and
resulted in the shocking revelation that she was suddenly and inherently
connected to the multi-ethnic, marginalized community she had been
ministering to for three decades and to which she felt a deep affinity. Hidden
Inheritance is a combination of compelling personal story and bold call for
social justice that links the past with contemporary challenges.
Available on Amazon and barnesandnoble.com. Copies will be available for
$10 (while supplies last) on Sept 24 at the convention. To reserve one,
please email njwelca@yahoo.com or call Charlene Rollins at 908-698-1454.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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The Power of Camp
We are giving our young people one of the most precious gifts, by
sending them to camp. Camp can mean many different things to a
child. That is what makes camp a special place. When we send our
kids to camp, they can have a unique and transformative experience.
Summer camp allows youth to be themselves. This is a place they can
discover who they are as people. They come to camp as equals, at a
level “playing field,” and get to experience camp together. They are
given choices, and are able to make those on their own. By choosing
which week-long activity they want to do or which afternoon activity,
they are learning responsibility. They are learning that they have the
choice, and don’t necessarily have to do exactly what their friends are
doing , they can be independent and try new things in a safe
environment.
Our young people are valued for their individuality. Their counselors
embrace each one of them and are positive role models. They are
treated with respect and understanding in a safe environment which
allows for a trust to form and, in turn, gives campers a safe zone to be
who they are. Each week our staff strive to create a welcoming and
safe space for campers, as a cabin they will go through low ropes and
cabin building to help create and secure cabin bonding. While all
cabins may not become best friends, what they will leave with is a
sense of what it means to belong to a community. Campers will leave
camp knowing that they are loved, cherished, and celebrated.
Camp is a place full of God’s Grace. Campers have the opportunity to
live out their faith daily, and discover more about what they believe. By
being allowed to ask questions, they can dig deeper into their faith,
without worry of what others may think. Our staff walk and learn
alongside them.
Cross Roads is a place where we can be our true selves, where we
can celebrate who we are. Where we are allowed to step away from
the business of our everyday lives and be present to open our hearts
for a transformation to occur within ourselves.
See you at camp this summer.
By Kathryn Schaefer, Program Director
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NJ WELCA 2016 Convention Service Projects

We’re collecting Personal Care Health Kits for LWR. Please have your unit assemble
them and bring to the Annual Convention in September.
When LWR distributes Personal Care Kits, it’s often to people who have lost everything.
In the wake of an earthquake, or having fled from violence as their homes were
overtaken, they clasp a towel from a faraway place, with a bar of soap, a
toothbrush…and washing up, they know that they have not been forsaken by the world.
The very simple gesture of giving a Personal Care Kit can give someone the
encouragement to start anew, starting with a bath. You can share God’s grace and love
by providing that simple comfort.
Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed. All items should be new
and in good condition. Do not enclose the Kit or any of its contents in plastic
bags.
Each kit MUST include the following:
- One light-weight bath-size towel
(between 20"×40" & 52"×27"), dark
color recommended
- Two or three bath-size bars of soap
equaling up to 8-9 oz, any brand, in
original wrapping
- One adult-size toothbrush in its original
packaging
- One sturdy comb, remove packaging
- One metal nail clippers (attached file
optional), remove packaging
Wrap all the items in the towel and tie securely with ribbons or yarn.
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

We are also assembling tins of Homemade Cookies for Seafarer’s
International. Please bring:
• Two dozen small cookies in a zip-lock bag. No nuts please.
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
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Message from our Churchwide Representative
Dear Sisters:
Greetings! I am pleased to introduce myself as the Executive Board member
who will attend your upcoming Synodical Women’s Organization convention.
As the Churchwide Women’s Organization Representative, I will bring news
about the organization’s events, programs and financial matters. While at the
convention, I will be prepared to attend all business meetings. Please
schedule time in your agenda for me to give a thirty minute report. Your
planning team may also speak with me about performing other functions at
your convention.
I will be the representative assigned to your Synodical Women’s Organization
convention.
My gifts and talents are speaking, workshops, fundraising, sermons and leadership.
Travel expenses for the Churchwide Women’s Organization Representative are paid by the
Churchwide Women’s Organization. All of the Churchwide Representative’s expenses and housing
are the responsibility of the Synodical Women’s Organization.
The Churchwide Women’s Organization Representative is prepared to help make your convention a
success. I will be there to listen, share, answer questions and celebrate with your Synodical Women’s
Organization. Please be in contact with me, your Churchwide Representative as soon as possible
upon receipt of this letter, to confirm dates and to begin planning for my presence at your
convention. I can be reached at:
If you have difficulty reaching me, your Churchwide Representative, please contact our executive
director Linda Post Bushkofsky, as soon as possible at 1-800-638-3522, Extension 2740.
I know that God will bless your convention and honor your efforts as you “Mobilize Women to Act
Boldly on Their Faith in Jesus Christ”.
God’s peace and blessings,

Patti Austin
President
P.S. Over the years, the terms President’s Representative and Churchwide (CWO) Women’s
Organization Representative both have been used for reference to the person who brings the
president’s greetings and the churchwide perspective to synodical conventions. They are one in the
same.
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New Jersey Women of the ELCA
29th Annual Convention
Saturday, September 24, 2016
Zion Lutheran Church
Old Turnpike Rd. and Church Street, Oldwick, NJ 08858

"I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship"
Little Women, Louisa May-Alcott

REGISTRATION FORM
Name__________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________ State_______ Zip____________
Telephone: Day (____)___________________

Evening (____)___________________

E-mail_________________________________________________________________
Congregation____________________________City_____________ Cluster_________
Circle One:

BOARD MBR

DELEGATE

VISITOR

WORKSHOP LEADER

(one delegate is needed for each congregation)

Registration is due by September 8, 2016
Gathering begins with registration at 8:00 AM with Opening Devotions beginning at 9:00 AM.
Delegates are requited to attend the Business meeting beginning at 9:30 AM.
Registration: $35.00 (lunch included)
Students (any age) and Veterans – registration FREE
1st time attendee or under 40 uears old - $15.00
Bulletin of Reports mailed to non-delegates - $5.00
TOTAL ENCLOSED

$__________
$__________
$__________
$__________
$__________

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO “NJ Women of the ELCA”
Please mail checks and registration form to: NJ Women of the ELCA
c/o Linda Holscher, Registrar, 1840 Frontage Road #303, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Linda Holscher (856)858-1512 lmholscher@comcast.net or
Viola Richardson (201)988-3999 bigsue8@verizon.net

Registration will be confirmed by email unless a stamped self-addressed envelope is
included.
I grant the NJ WELCA unrestricted rights to use, alter and reproduce any images (still or video) from the event
in any mediu, without compensation.
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New Jersey Women of the ELCA
29th Annual Convention
Saturday, September 24, 2016
Zion Lutheran Church
Old Turnpike Rd. and Church Street, Oldwick, NJ 08858

"I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship"
Little Women, Louisa May-Alcott

NOMINATION FORM FOR THE 2016 CONVENTION
SUGGESTED NOMINEE FOR: (please check one)
_____ Board Member
2-Year Term
_____ Youth Board Member
1-Year Term

(This form may be duplicated as needed)
INFORMATION ABOUT NOMINEE:
Last Name______________________________ First Name_________________ MI____
Address___________________________________________________________________
Daytime telephone (

)______________ Evening telephone (

)________________

Congregation/City____________________________Cluster_________________________
Address of Congregation_____________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
Please list the qualifications, such as formal training and other acquired abilities that would help this
person perform the duties for the position checked above.

Women of the ELCA [include congregational or inter-congregational
cluster/conference, synodical women’s organization, and churchwide experience].

unit,

ELCA [include congregation, cluster/conference, synod, regional, and churchwide experience]

(continued on next page)
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NOMINATION FORM FOR THE 2016 CONVENTION (continued)
Ecumenical [include local, state, national/international organizations]

Community participation [indicate offices, volunteer services, other responsibilities
for local, state, and national/international organizations]

Vocational/occupational experience [full or part-time]

Age Category

______13-19

______20-35

Ethnic/Racial heritage ___Asian/Pacific Islander
____Arab/Middle Eastern

_______36-55

____African American

_______over 55

____Black

____American Indian/Alaska Native

____Hispanic
____Caucasian

Other comments: Why do you think this person would be effective in this position?

Submitted by:
NAME______________________________ SIGNATURE____________________________
Address______________________________ Telephone ( __)_______________________
Suggested nominee has agreed to accept nomination.
Please complete both sides of this form and submit by August 1, 2016 in order for your
suggested nominee to be considered by the nominating committee. Mail completed form to:
Charlene Rollins, 244 Brook Avenue, North Plainfield, NJ 07060.

PLEASE NOTE THAT FLOOR NOMINATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED.
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New Jersey Women of the ELCA
29th Annual Convention
Saturday, September 24, 2016
Zion Lutheran Church
Old Turnpike Rd. and Church Street, Oldwick, NJ 08858

"I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship"
Little Women, Louisa May-Alcott

RESOLUTIONS FORM FOR THE 2016 CONVENTION
TO:

Committee on Reference and Counsel

Please consider the following resolution at the 2016 NJ Women of the ELCA Convention.

WHEREAS:

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

Submitted by:
Name of Delegate:___________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
Telephone:(____)________________Congregation:________________________________
Church Address:_____________________________________________________________
All resolutions must be typed and submitted by August 1, 2016

Please contact us with any questions at njwelca@yahoo.com. Please mail completed forms to:
Charlene Rollins, 244 Brook Avenue, North Plainfield, NJ 07060. Resolutions can also be
presented at the Convention business meeting. They are due the morning of Saturday, September
24, 2016.

(see other side for Resolution guidelines/helpful hints)
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Resolution Instruction Guide

Here are some helpful hints to use as a guide when writing your resolution….
1. Formatting your Resolution
•

Begin each statement or paragraph describing or explaining the purpose of
the resolution with the word “WHEREAS…”

•

Begin the recommended action statement(s) or paragraph(s) with the words
“THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT…” (and if needed, “AND BE IT
FURTHER RESOLVED THAT…”)

Format Example:
WHEREAS, ________________________; AND
WHEREAS, ________________________;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT________________________.

2. Implications of Resolution if Adopted
Answer briefly, the following questions:
o What is the financial impact of this resolution on the New Jersey Women of the
ELCA budget? If expenditures are required, what are the sources of income
anticipated to accomplish the purpose of the resolution?
o How does this resolution enhance or forward the mission of the New Jersey
Women of the ELCA?
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New Jersey Women of the ELCA
29th Annual Convention
Saturday, September 24, 2016
Zion Lutheran Church
Old Turnpike Rd. and Church Street, Oldwick, NJ 08858

"I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship"
Little Women, Louisa May-Alcott

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
GUIDELINES FOR THE 2016 CONVENTION
Scholarships will be available for the 2016 Annual Convention of the NJ Women of the
ELCA for women who express an interest in attending and demonstrate the financial need.
The Scholarship Committee will review the applications and make final decisions.
Applicant and recipient’s names will remain confidential. At least three scholarships will
be awarded.
Please pass this information on to the women within your church so that anyone interested
may apply. Feel free to make additional copies of this application.
Scholarships are awarded to women who are:
(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)
(E)
(F)

age 35 or younger
or
age 60 or over
or
person of color
or
from a church with an inactive women’s group
or
from a church less than 6 years old
or
attending a NJ Women of the ELCA Convention for the first time

Send applications to:
Ruth Ruediger
22 Hamilton Road
Annandale, NJ 08801

Submit applications by August 1, 2016. Recipients will be notified by August 10, 2016
and must then complete a Registration Form and send it to the Registrar by September 1,
2016.

IN ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED FOR A SCHOLARSHIP,
PLEASE SEND YOUR APPLICATION BY AUGUST 1, 2016
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New Jersey Women of the ELCA
29th Annual Convention
Saturday, September 24, 2016
Zion Lutheran Church
Old Turnpike Rd. and Church Street, Oldwick, NJ 08858

"I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship"
Little Women, Louisa May-Alcott

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FOR THE 2016
2016 CONVENTION
Scholarships will be available for the 2016 Annual Convention of the NJ Women of the ELCA
for women who express an interest in attending and demonstrate financial need.
IN ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED FOR A SCHOLARSHIP,
PLEASE SEND YOUR APPLICATION BY AUGUST 1, 2016
Name of Applicant______________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
number, street

city, state, zipcode

Telephone(_______)_________________________(______)____________________________
home

work

Congregation__________________________________________Cluster___________________
Church Address________________________________________________________________
Telephone(______)__________________________Pastor’s Name________________________
PLEASE USE THE BACK OF THIS PAGE TO RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING:
♦ What is your involvement with the Women of the ELCA?
♦ Why is attending the convention important to you?
♦ How do you plan to use this experience when you return home?
♦ Please list the category(ies) under which you are applying____________________________
[See application guidelines]
_______________________________________________

_________________________________

Signature

Date

Please send completed application to: Ruth Ruediger, 22 Hamilton Road, Annandale,
NJ 08801 before August 1, 2016.

Office use only:
Date application received:________________Decision by Scholarship Committee____________
Date registration received:________________
15

Scholarship Application (continued)
Please answer the following questions:

♦ What is your involvement with the Women of the ELCA?

♦ Why is attending the convention important to you?

♦ How do you plan to use this experience when you return home?
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Tenth Triennial Convention
July 11-13, 2017
Minneapolis, MN

TRIENNIAL CONVENTION DELEGATE NOMINATION FORM
(This form may be duplicated as needed)
INFORMATION ABOUT NOMINEE:
Last Name______________________________ First Name_________________ MI____
Address__________________________________________________________________
Daytime telephone (

)______________ Evening telephone (

)________________

Congregation/City____________________________Cluster_________________________
Address of Congregation_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Age Category:

_______13-19

_______20-35

Ethnic/Racial heritage: ___Asian/Pacific Islander
____Arab/Middle Eastern

First-Time Delegate?: _____Yes

________36-55

____African American

____American Indian/Alaska Native

________over 55

____Black
____Caucasian

____Hispanic
____Other

______No

List Involvement or Activities in:
•

Women of the ELCA [include congregational or inter-congregational unit, cluster/conference,
synodical women’s organization, and churchwide experience].

(continued on next page)
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TRIENNIAL CONVENTION DELEGATE NOMINATION FORM (continued)

•

ELCA [include congregation, cluster/conference, synod, regional, and churchwide experience]

•

Ecumenical [include local, state, national/international organizations]

•

Community participation [indicate offices, volunteer services, other responsibilities for
local, state, and national/international organizations]

•

Vocational/occupational experience[full or part-time]

OTHER COMMENTS:

Submitted by:
NAME______________________________ SIGNATURE___________________________
Address______________________________ Telephone ( __)_______________________
Suggested nominee has agreed to accept nomination.

Please complete both sides of this form and submit by August 1, 2016 in order for your suggested nominee
to be considered by the nominating committee. Mail to Charlene Rollins, 244 Brook Avenue, North Plainfield,
NJ 07060.

PLEASE NOTE THAT FLOOR NOMINATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED.
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New Jersey Women of the ELCA Board Members 2015-2016
Responsibility/Term End Name/Address
President
Jean M. Wilkinson2017
Heard
69 Wegman Pkwy
Jersey City, NJ 07305

Phone Number/Email
201-725-2383 (c)
201-547-4473 (day)
JeanW@jcnj.org

Church
Redeemer
Jersey City

Vice President
2017

Viola Richardson
239 Stegman St.
Jersey City, NJ 07305

201-988-3999
bigsue8@verizon.net

Trinity
Jersey City

Treasurer
2017

Linda Holscher
1840 Frontage Road #303
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034

856-858-1512(h)
lmholscher@comcast.net

Christus
Camden

Secretary
2016

Charlene Rollins
244 Brook Ave
North Plainfield, NJ
07060

908-698-1454 (c)
908-754-1514 (h)
chroll@comcast.net

Trinity
Dover

Youth Board Member
2016

Rosa Guzman

njwelca@yahoo.com

St. John
Passaic

Board Member
2017

Linda Benitz
132 Village Dr
Barnegat, NJ 08005

609-698-6113 (h)
609-290-6766 (c)
taxlady@comcast.net

Lutheran
Church of the
Holy Spirit
Manahawkin

Board Member
2017

Jennifer Zinone
21 West Drive
Bayonne, NJ 07002
Ruth E. Ruediger
22 Hamilton Road
Annandale, NJ 08801

551-655-7507
JZinone@aol.com

Grace
Bayonne

908-638-6661 (h)
908-310-0105 (c)
ruthruediger@yahoo.com

Spruce Run
Glen Gardner

973-868-3380
lejsrn@yahoo.com

St. John
Passaic

Board Member
2016

Board Member
2016

Lorraine Simakowicz
89 Fenner Avenue #1
Clifton, NJ 07013

Board Member 2016

One Year Unexpired Term >>>> VACANT <<<<

Board Member 2017

>>>> VACANT <<<<

Board Member 2017

>>>> VACANT <<<<

NJ WELCA Circular - Editor: Jennifer Zinone: 551-655-7507 Email: JZinone@aol.com
Website: www.njwelca.org Charlene Rollins: 908-698-1454
Emails can be sent to njwelca@yahoo.com
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DONATION for NJ Circular
$5.00 OR MORE TO HELP
DEFRAY THE COST!
You may submit your donation to the New Jersey
Circular anytime during the year. Each donation
helps defray the cost of postage. Thank you for your
support.

DONATION FORM
Your Name ___________________________
Address______________________________
Be sure to check out Gather’s June, July and
August issues for their Summer Bible Study by
Angela Shannon, “The heart of the matter:
Treasure in clay jars (June), Seeking God (July)
and Reconciliation (Aug).” Order your copy by
calling 800-638-3522 ext. 2580 or visit
http://resources.elca.org/ProductsWomen.html
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

______________________________
Phone Number________________________
Church Name ________________________
MAKE PAYMENTS TO: “NJ Women of the ELCA”
Send to Linda Holscher, Treasurer
1840 Frontage Road #303, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Mark your calendars.
You don’t want to miss it!

Save a Tree!
Email us at njwelca@yahoo.com with your
email address and we will send future NJ
Circular Newsletters to you electronically!
The Tenth Triennial Gathering will be held July
13-16, 2017, in Minneapolis, Minn. "All Anew"
is the theme. While the planning continues,
think about ways in which God is calling our
organization to new ventures. For the latest
information visit http://www.welcatg.org

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Please visit our website at www.njwelca.org
for upcoming events and other information
about the New Jersey Women of the ELCA.
Web Page Editor, Charlene Rollins,
njwelca@yahoo.com.
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Pastors and Administrators – please
give this issue to your women’s group.

DATED MATERIAL

NJ Women of the ELCA Circular

2nd Quarter 2016

Circular Editor, Jennifer Zinone
Web Page Editor, Charlene Rollins
www.njwelca.org
*********************************************************************************

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, September 24, 2016
th

29 Annual New Jersey Women of the ELCA Convention
Zion Lutheran Church
Old Turnpike Rd. and Church Street, Oldwick, NJ 08858

“I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship.”
(Louisa May Alcott, Little Women)

PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON…..After reading, share this Circular with others.
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