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Greetings and blessings to you!
In This Issue…
2 - President’s Greeting
3-4 Board Members’
Bios
5 - Synod-wide
Thankoffering Services
6 – Annual Convention
7 - 12 Triennial
WELCA Gathering
Info/Forms

In this Circular edition we have included a greeting from Joanne
Lucey, NJWELCA President, Bios of the board that was elected
and installed at the NJWELCA 32nd Annual Convention, Updates
on the 2020 Thankoffering Services, the 33rd Annual NJWELCA
convention and the Churchwide 2020 Triennial Gathering
Registration forms have been included as well!
There are lots of good things happening in our WELCA groups.
Send us information about your group and we will be happy to
publish it in our next Circular! Email your articles, photos to
njwelca@yahoo.org.
If you have any questions or comments, please send an email to
njwelca@yahoo.org or call Joanne Lucey at 201-388-0181.
Happy Reading!

Purpose of the Women of the ELCA
As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship
in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to
grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in
ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the
society, and the world.
Mission Statement
To mobilize women to act boldly in their faith in Jesus Christ.

Greetings from our president
I am Joanne Lucey, President of the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA). I
wanted to introduce myself and the Board Members to you and your congregation. As the newly elected
President, my goal is to use my passion and journey to work with you and your congregation in building and
supporting individual groups in any way. The entire WELCA Board is ready to help congregations with
active, inactive or anew group.
Below, is an article that appeared in one of the NJ WELCA Circulars a while back. Linda currently serves
on the WELC Board as Treasurer.
Why a WELCA group is important in your church
When I met the new pastor’s wife she asked about our WELCA and when I said we didn’t have one
she was resolved: “Well, we will just have to start one.” I had been a member of a busy, wonderful
group at my last church and led bible studies from Gather magazine. So the two of us started. We
invited every woman and talked about how it would be a special place to do projects, ministry and
have fun. We wanted to socialize and find ways to support the members.
We have made progress. Attendance seems to be growing. We had a coed Christmas party which
included a nursing home project of filling socks with products like soap, shampoo and combs. We
formed a telephone chain to support members newly home from hospital with meals. We have finally
elected officers and adopted a constitution.
How do I explain to someone why we need a group just for women when I am so happy to be part of
a church that not only ordains women but has a female bishop in the state and nationally?
- Jesus recognized the gifts and value of women and we need to remind ourselves of our role in
the church. - Women are important to the faith journey your church is on and need a place to
rest, grow and renew. - The Bible studies give women unfettered access to comment and learn.
Sometimes we are shy in a mixed group. The Gather studies are written by women and use a
female view of the Bible. - Women have a unique view of service and see needs that might be
missed in the larger church. - Women in a group are supportive sisters and eager to help each
other.
I am touched and enriched by our small group’s progress and look forward to growing this group into
as many smaller ones as are needed. I encourage all churches both with and without WELCA to
treasure and to nurture their women and their gifts by making WELCA a part of the plan.
By Linda Wohlert Benitz.
Please share this letter with any and all women and girls who are involved with, or looking to be involved
with, the WELCA. I look forward to serving our Lord together!
Sincerely, Joanne Lucey
Jlucey3070@gmail.com - (c) 201-388-0181
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Introducing our Board Members
Joanne Lucey – President
A very energetic 49-year-old married women, no children but I do have two fur babies and fish. My
occupation currently is an administrative biller for a petroleum company here in NJ. I am a middle child of
two sisters and one brother, proud aunt of six nieces and nephews and one great niece. Active member of
Grace Lutheran Church in Bayonne NJ. A firm believer and journey walker in the WELCA and our Lutheran
Heritage.

Valerie J. Slack – Vice President
Devoted member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Jersey City, New Jersey
Church Council member – serving as Capital Fund Secretary of Finance Committee
Choir Member, Communion Assistant and Former Sunday School Superintendent.
Currently serving as Vice President of local WELCA unit and also serving as Vice President of State
WELCA board.
Personal background:
My employment is that of an Administrative Assistant at Dr. Lena Edwards Academic Charter School. I am
a married woman just celebrating 38 years of blessed happiness, a devoted Mother and Grandmother.

Linda Wohlert Benitz - Treasurer
I grew up in the over 150-year-old congregation of Our Savior's Lutheran in Edison. The journey of this
church reflects the changes of our society and times. It grew from a small group of Danish immigrants in
Perth Amboy to a larger church that needed to move where the families were in the suburbs. Now the worship
has dwindled to less than 25 worshiping. A constant in the years has been the contribution of the women.
From the Ladies' Aid to WELCA to simply the women in the church they have been there for their church
family. My husband and I will celebrate 49 years of marriage. I have two grown children and a perfect
granddaughter. Retired from IRS and want devoting time to promoting and supporting this wonderful
organization.

Gwendolyn Henderson – Board Member
I am a retired Licensed Practical Nurse. I am active in my local church. I am blessed to serve as musician
for the Trenton Deliverance Center Gospel choir.
My home town is Suffolk Va. I was educated in the Trenton public school system. In 1978, I graduated from
Mercer Country Vocational school as an LPN.
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Board Member Introductions Continued…
Julia Hong Sabella – Secretary

Retired from U.S. Census Bureau. Member of American Statistical Assoc.
Married to James for 48 years-am a parent and grandparent.
Education-Columbia Univ-Barnard College, Columbia Graduate Faculties. Past Pres., Fund Chair, of
Class, past College Fair Alumna Rep, member of Class of 1971 Advisors. Supporter of Women's Rights.
Member of various Call Committees including Pastor, Music/Choir Director. Voting delegate to Greater NY
Metro Synod (ELCA)when residing on L.I. Performed various church duties incl. Sunday school, VBS
teacher, reader, Praise group etc.
LWML- Retired Pres. (Society level), Vice-Pres (Zone level), Sec'y (Zone Level), Banner Dir. (National
Convention)-I had dual membership since our township only has an LCMS church. Lutheran Brotherhood
Board member, Thrivent Financial Central N.J. Chapter Leader for numerous years-transferred back to fullmembership at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church (ELCA), Diakonia graduate (ELCA)

Wannetta Phillips – Board Member
I am a retired accountant who worked for American Telephone and Telegraph Company (AT&T) for more
than 37 years, in New York, New Jersey and Atlanta. I also served on national and local Boards of Directors
of Women of AT&T for several years and also received several top awards and commendations while
working there. I earned my Master's Degree, have made significant contribution to community development
both in Guyana and in the United States. I have also been recognized by many organizations for my
dedication to community service. I travel to Guyana, South America once a year with family members to
give back to the community.
I am a member of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Denville/Rockaway where I serve as the current
Council President. I am a Community Advocate who have received local and state awards and citations for
my community service. I continue to serve on various Board of Directors and Advisory Councils in New
Jersey. I have twin daughters and two grandchildren. I am an avid quilter and have received awards for my
quilts. I believe in giving back to our communities, a legacy which was handed down to my family by our
late parents.

There is a place for you on the NJWELCA board !
Contact Joanne Lucey Jlucey3070@gmail.com – (c) 201-388-0181
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Synod-wide
New Jersey Women of the ELCA

Thankoffering Services – 2020
Thankofferings are a long-standing custom among Lutheran women. We give in
thanksgiving for blessings received–and we do receive so many blessings, don’t we? And
we are so grateful. That’s why we give Thankofferings.
Your generous Thankofferings help support the ongoing ministries of the churchwide
women’s organization, including our triennial conventions, the work of your elected
churchwide board, the annual conference of synodical presidents, our communications
ministries, justice and advocacy work, and so much more.

North Jersey Location
Saturday, June 27th at 10 am
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
10 Knoll Dr
Rockaway, NJ 07866

South Jersey Location
To Be Determined – would your congregation like to host this service?

For more information about Thankofferings visit www.womenoftheelca.org
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33rd Annual New Jersey
Women of the ELCA Convention
Goals of the NJWELCA Convention
1. To conduct the business of the New Jersey Women of the ELCA
2. To provide education & information to nourish and support Christians in need.
3. To act boldly in prayer to receive God’s Grace.

Would your congregation be willing to host the
Annual New Jersey Women of the ELCA 2020 Convention this Fall?
We are planning our 2020 NJWELCA Annual Convention. Below is a brief outline of what our
organization does:
Carries out its partnership with churches, growth in faith and witness, support of one another in community, and
service and development projects and programs, locally and globally. Women of the ELCA is an incorporated, selfsupporting organization that is managed within the policies of the ELCA.
What is involved is needing a host site (Congregation)
o The date would be a Saturday in September – we are open to your availability date wise. Time frame is from
8:30 registration time with meeting start at 9 am and ending about 4 pm. In 2019 our convention was held at
Holy Trinity in Rockaway, New Jersey where they hosted about 50 - 75 participants.
o Along with a meeting space which could also be the Sanctuary, a fellowship area for a continental breakfast
and lunch.
o If possible but not a requirement additional meeting rooms to have breakout sessions. Otherwise we would
be fine with hosting all session in the Sanctuary.
o Need to know if you have parking available or if street parking.
o Does your facility have handicap access?
o The WELCA group would be more than willing to set up and break down the meeting space or spaces
provided.
If your congregation would be willing to host the convention or if you have any question, please contact
NJWELCA president, Joanne Lucey Jlucey3070@gmail.com - (c) 201-388-0181 for additional information
Thank You for all your consideration.
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA GATHERING
JULY 16-19, 2020 | PHOENIX, AZ

Join Us at Our Gathering
We invite YOU to experience a life-changing event with
other bold women of faith in July 2020.
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GATHERING REGISTRATION
Every person attending the Gathering must complete this registration form or register online at www.welcatg.org

1 . YOUR INFORMATION

O This is my first Gathering.

O MRS O MS O MR o REV
LAST NAME

FIRST NAME

PREFERRED BADGE NAME
WOMEN OF THE ELCA GATHERING
JULY 16-19, 2020 | PHOENIX

MAILING ADDRESS

CELL PHONE NUMBER

WELCATG.ORG

OTHER PHONE NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS
EMERGENCY CONTACT NAME

CELL PHONE NUMBER

OTHER PHONE NUMBER

SYNODICAL WOMEN'S ORGANIZATION NAME

REGION NUMBER AND SYNOD LETTER (for example: Western Iowa, 5E)

CONGREGATION NAME

CITY

STATE

COUNTRY

SIGNATURE
By providing my signature, I authorize Women of the El-CA permission to send the Bold Connections monthly e-newsletter to my email address and to share my
contact information with my synodical women's organization if requested for purposes of receiving updates and information pertaining to the Gathering.
shuttle service, we will forward you information on providers and pricing.
Parents or guardians must sign for children 17 and under.

3. VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
2. OTHER INFORMATION

Check the box if you need. ..
n Information on childcare
Information on the blood drive
To rent a wheelchair
[7 To rent a mobility scooter To
arrange
wheelchair-accessible
shuttle service
[3 To have translation services. Specify
language (including ASL):

NOTE: If you have indicated here that you need to rent a
wheelchair or mobility scooter, or if you need accessible

Check any boxes that apply. You will be contacted later regarding
your specific assignments.

Gathering Volunteer (to be assigned)
Translator? Specify language (including ASL):
Bilingual greeter? Specify language (including ASL):
Gathering Choir for Sunday closing worship:
13 soprano
alto
[7 tenor
bass
Worship Volunteer
Usher for Thursday opening worship
Communion minister for Thursday opening worship
Usher for Sunday closing worship
Communion minister for Sunday closing worship
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REGISTRATION FORM (CONTINUED)

4. OPTIONAL TOURS AND TRIPS
(Check the box and circle the time slot for your tours)
THURSDAY, JULY 16

SUNDAY, JULY 19

# PEOPLE

COST

O Tour the Apache Trail

8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

x

$99

O Art and Oil

7 a.m. to 4 p.m.

x

$79

O Earth Science and Oil

7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

x

$109

x

$69

O City Tour: Phoenix & Scottsdale 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
12:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
O Heard of the Heard? 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 12:30 p.m.to 2:30 p.m. x $59 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
O Sedona Sites 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

x

$79 O Queen Creek Olive Mill

12:30 p.m.to 4 p.m.

TOTAL

x

$45

POST-GATHERING TRIP
SINGLE-OCCUPANCY DOUBLE-OCCUPANCY # PEOPLE

TOTAL

O Explore Arizona (5-day trip) July 19-23. Departs July 19 @ $1,698.00 $ 1,199.00 noon. Back in Phoenix July 23 around
4 p.m.
Tours require a minimum of 35 guests; post-gathering trip requires a minimum of 25 guests. Tours and trips are subject to change.

5. REGISTRATION FEES AND OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES AND ADD-ONS

All registration categories include all gathering activities scheduled for July 16-19, except optional activities and add-ons below.
REGISTRATION CATEGORIES
SEPT 30, 2019 TO JAN 6, 2020
AFTER JAN 6, 2020
TOTAL

O Adult Registration
Adult Friday Registration (one day only)
day only)
$200 $200
o Girls 13-18

$110

$200

$160 O Child under 13 FREE

$325
$375
$200 O Adult Saturday Registration (one
FREE

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES AND ADD-ONS
QUANTITY

COST

O Late Night Bold Cafe Event, July 16

$25

O Run, Walk and Roll, July 18

$40

O Commemorative Communion Ware

$125

TOTAL

O "Just Love" T-shirt (circle size) S M L XL 3XL Deadline to order shirts is $25 Tuesday, June 9, 2020. Find sizing information
at welca.org/sizing.

PAYMENT
O Check(made payable to Framework Meetings and Destinations)
O VISA O MasterCard O Discover O American Express

Registration Fee

$ 5.00

Be a Friend of the Gathering
(A gift of any amount is appreciated)

Name as it appears on card (PLEASE PRINT)

Total from Parts 4 and 5

TOTAL
9

Account #

Expiration Date

Signature

Security Code / CW

AMOUNT DUE

O I agree to pay the total amount of fees.

10

REGISTRATION FORM (CONTINUED)
MAIL REGISTRATION FORMS
TO:
Please send your Gathering 2020
registration forms and payment
to:

Rates listed below are based on single/double room occupancy. Rates do not include
applicable state and local taxes of 12.57%, subject to change.

SHERATON PHOENIX HYATT REGENCY
PHOENIX
DOWNTOWN
$139
1-4 people per room
122 North 2nd Street

$139

Framework Meetings and
Destinations
Attn: Registration Gathering 2020
2192 E. Grandview
Drive Coeur d'Alene, ID

1-4 people per room 83815 QUESTIONS:

Call or email Framework: (208)
502-1150
340 North 3rd Street
Phoenix, AZ 85004 registration@frameworkmeetings.
Phoenix, AZ 85004 Reservation phone number: com

Reservation phone number: (877) 803-7534 Only completed forms will be
(800) 325-3535 Online reservation link: Online reservation link: http://bit.ly/HyattWELCA accepted.
http://bit.ly/SheratonWELCA When making your reservations, When making your reservations,
use group reference code: group reference code: WELCA2020 WELCA2020
Maximum room occupancy is four (4), per city code.

GUARANTEE / CANCELLATION POLICY
A major credit card number or a check for the room plus tax is required to secure each room before a
reservation can be processed. Payment in full is due at the time of reservation. Early departures are subject to
penalty fees set by the hotel. A charge of one (1) night's room and tax will be applied or forfeited if you do not
cancel and do not arrive (no-show).
Cancellations after June 9, 2020, will be charged a $35.00 cancellation fee. Cancellations within 72 hours prior to
the day of arrival will be charged first night's room and tax. Credit cards will only be charged if cancelled within
the penalty period.

Thursday, July 16, 2020

WOMEN OF THE ELCA GATHERING

JULY

|

2020 PHOENIX
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7

p.m.

Registration desk open
Exhibit hall open

9:30 a.m.—4 p.m.
7 a.m.—4 p.m.

4

WELCATG.ORG

Optional tours
Opening worship

p.m.

Opening reception
Plenary one (featured speakers)
Bold Café event (pre-registration required)

5:30 p.m.—7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.—9 p.m.

9:30 p.m.—I l p.m.

Friday, July 17, 2020

8
p.m. Registration desk open
9 a.m.—1 1 a.m. Plenary two (includes Bible study and featured speakers)
I l a.m.—2 p.m.
2 p.m.—3:30 p.m.
3:30
p.m.
4 p.m.—5:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m. 9 p.m.

Exhibit hall open
Learning opportunities (workshops and servant events)
Exhibit hall open
Learning opportunities (workshops and servant events)
Film screening

Saturday, July 1 8, 2020
6 a.m.—8 a.m.

Run, Walk and Roll

8 a.m.—5 p.m.
9 a.m.—1 1 a.m.

Registration desk open
Plenary three (includes Bible study and featured speakers)
1 1 a.m.—2 p.m.
Exhibit hall open
12 p.m.—5 p.m.
Pre-register for TG23
2 p.m.—3:30 p.m.
Learning opportunities (workshops and servant events)
3:30 p.m.—6 p.m.
Exhibit hall open
4 p.m.— 5:30 p.m.
Learning opportunities (workshops and servant events)
6 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
Film screening

Sunday, July 1 9,2020
9

a.m.

Closing worship
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