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President’s Message

As the new president of New Jersey Women of the ELCA my
vision for the board is to start reaching out to churches in the
Synod. During these visits, for those congregations that have
active units, I hope to encourage and support them. And for
those congregations that don’t have active units, I hope to bring
information and stir some interest in the Women of the ELCA.
As Sisters in Christ, whenever we gather together, no matter how
big or small the event, it’s the perfect time for us to share our
stories with each other. When we share our stories, we are
supporting each other with the gift of listening, building bridges
and letting each other know that we are not alone.

These past nine months have given me the opportunity to share
my feelings and beliefs, with my fellow board members. It
continues to amaze me how much the women of the church do
for each other and for those locally and around the world.

In October 2015 we had our annual planning retreat at Cross
Roads Camp and Retreat Center where we started planning for the
Triennial Gathering ……………….…...21 annual synod wide Thankoffering service and the 29th Annual
Convention at Zion Lutheran Church, Oldwick. Due to time constraints we elected to have one
Thankoffering service at Grace Lutheran Church, Bayonne rather than two services in different
locations. Many thanks to one of our newest board members, Jennifer Zinone for organizing this
event and luncheon which was well attended.
I would be remise if I did not thank the board members for giving up their Saturday mornings afternoons for the quarterly board meetings. To Jennifer Zinone, I cannot say it enough, you are
doing a wonderful job with the Circular. Thank you!

During the business meeting of the 29th Annual Convention, we will be nominating two Triennial
Delegates to attend the Women of the ELCA Tenth Triennial convention, Minneapolis, MN July
11 - 13, 2017. The Tenth Triennial Gathering, Minneapolis, MN – July 13-16, 2017, immediately
follows the convention. Registration for the Tenth Triennial Gathering opens Sept 6, 2016. I
encourage you to attend! For more information about the Triennial Gathering, please visit the
Gathering website: www.welcatg.org. Do you like to color? There are downloadable Coloring
Devotion sheets on the website!
Our families, our neighbors, our towns, our county, our world is facing many challenges. As
daunting as these challenges may seem at times, let us be encouraged and act boldly in our faith
with the Micah 6:8 verse: “AND WHAT DOES THE LORD REQUIRE OF YOU BUT TO DO
JUSTICE, TO LOVE KINDNESS, AND TO WALK HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD?”
Respectfully Submitted,
Jean M. Wilkinson-Heard, President
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What’s Happening in Your Unit?

Women of Hope Awards Memorial Scholarship

Emily Driscoll received the Women of Hope Memorial Scholarship Award in June 2016.
Pastor Pat presented the award to Emily during Worship.
This is the 13th year of awarding scholarships to Hope’s graduating high schoolers who
prepared an essay along with an application and have been accepted to a school of higher
learning.

The Fund was established in 2003 in memory of Karen Seifert Campbell, and was named
as such. In 2016, the fund was renamed the “Women of Hope Memorial Scholarship
Fund” in order to continue remembering and honoring family and friends of Hope
members.
************************************************************************

Lutheran World Relief Baby Kits Donated by Hope Lutheran

Lutheran World Relief Baby Kits were collected during May and June and dedicated on
Father's day. These were collected in honor of Mother's Day and Father's Day. Janice
Seifert and Janet Creech were able to assemble 47 kits through the generosity of so many
Hope Lutheran members. Also to Thrivent Financial Action Team and Women of Hope
budget and donations received from the sale of Hope T-Shirts.
Wanda Nebiolo, Hope Lutheran Church Administrator
************************************************************************

Women of Grace Hosts Women of the Reformation Book Club

Last year, the women of Grace Lutheran Church in Bayonne began thinking about how
we can celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation while reaching out to others in
our community that may not be familiar with Luther. As we began talking, we realized
that WE aren’t as familiar with him as we felt we should be! So we decided to find
interesting ways of learning about our tradition while sharing it with others. Out of that
idea came a Reformation Book Club that has become the most talked about women’s
activity of our congregation. We began with the book ‘Katharina von Bora: A
Reformation Life.’ The discussions were so lively, we are now focusing on books on
Women of the Reformation and learning just how strong our foremothers were! We’ve
invited women from area churches and have fostered amazing friendships.
Jennifer Zinone, Grace Lutheran Church, Bayonne, Council President

************************************************************************
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Free Reformation Lecture & Lunch Saturdays Series

The Women of Grace Lutheran Bayonne organized a lecture series featuring renowned
scholars on Martin Luther and the Reformation. Since we wanted this to be a way of
reaching out to the community and sharing our faith, we decided to offer it for free. And
to begin a series of lectures commemorating the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation,
how could we not begin with a discussion on Luther’s views of purgatory… and ghosts?

Nearly 100 visitors from across New Jersey and Staten
Island joined us on May 21st for lunch and a delicious
array of desserts provided by our women’s group,
followed by our opening lecture. Dr. Vincent M.
Evener, Visiting Professor at Gettysburg Seminary,
explored the effect Luther’s challenge on indulgences
had on everything medieval people believed about the
afterlife and the possibility that souls of the dead might haunt the living.
While Luther accepted the verity of hauntings, he concluded they had to be demonic in
origin because ghosts told people their salvation depended upon works and indulgences.
No good spirit could ever teach such a thing. In fact, Martin believed he was tormented
by the devil himself!

Dr. Evener recounted centuries old ghost stories, including one from Pope Gregory the
Great in 600 A.D. and one from the third century. The lecture was followed by a lively
question and answer session, including questions on Luther’s personal experience with
ghosts.

Our next lecture is on Saturday, September 10 th at 12pm. Featuring one of the finest
living scholars of Early Lutheranism, Dr. Timothy Wengert, speaking on ‘Luther’s Dark
Night of the Soul.’ You are welcome to join us. Bring a friend!
Beginning this September, there will be one lecture every month through October 2017.
For more information, contact Jennifer at 551-655-7507 or JZinone@aol.com. The next
few include:
 October 1st “How debates over ‘superstition’ helped define the nature and boundaries
of religious belief.”
 November 5th “How Luther Understood Mary and the Saints”
 December 10th “Medieval Church History via Hymn Texts.”
What’s Your Story?
We want to hear what your unit is up to. Email news about events or special
happenings within your unit to njwelca@yahoo.com
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29th Annual NJ WELCA Convention

Saturday, September 24, 2016

“I am not afraid”
Diversity

Change

Addiction

Zion Lutheran Church, Oldwick

“I am not afraid of
storms, for I am learning
how to sail my ship.”
(Louisa May Alcott, Little Women)

Join us for this year’s WELCA Convention and make your voice heard! One delegate is
needed from each congregation to discuss and vote on NJ WELCA business. Want to get
even more involved? We have 5 Board Member positions opening.
Whether you come as a delegate or an attendee, you’ll have the opportunity to meet
women from around the state and learn what their units are doing. Share stories,
experiences and advice as we participate in unique and fun workshops designed to help
navigate life’s challenges. To register or for more information, contact Linda Holscher at
(856)858-1512 or lmholscher@comcast.net
 Stefani Coulter of Sail Hope, Inc. on ‘Not Afraid of Storms’
 Cynthia Crane of Thrivent on ‘Financial Planning & Retirement for Women’
 Kathryn Schaefer of Crossroads Camp & Retreat Center on ‘Group Process
& the Role of the Leader’
 Rosa Guzman, NJ Welca Youth Board Member on ‘The Struggles of
Undocumented Students’
 Rev. Mona Fitch-Elliot on ‘Community Organizing’
 Anderson House Representative on ‘Recovering from Addiction’
 Mimi Cofer, NJ Synod LGBT Task Force on ‘A Welcoming Congregation’
 Heidi Neumark, ‘Hidden Inheritance’ Book Club Discussion
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 New Assistant to the Bishop, Rev. Kimberly Vaughn on Diversity

Workshop Descriptions:

Stefani Coulter of Sail Hope, Inc. on ‘Not Afraid of Storms!’
Session 2 (11:15-12:15)

The workshop will cover strategies and techniques for overcoming fear and emotional
road blocks to creating an exciting and meaningful life. Using God's promises, using faith
and prayer, you can stop procrastinating, making excuses and stop feeling "stuck". Use
life's adversities to become a strong, confident woman of faith.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Thrivent Rep Cynthia Crane on
‘Financial Planning and Retirement for Women’
Sessions 1, 2 & 3 (10:05-11:05, 11:15-12:15, 1:40-2:40)
Women often face unique financial challenges and circumstances throughout their lives,
so Financial Planning and Retirement for Women looks at financial topics from a
woman's perspective. Money management, navigating the workplace, the financial
implications of marriage and raising a family, as well as retirement, investment, and
estate planning—these are just some of the topics I will touch on.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Kathryn Schaefer of Crossroads Camp & Retreat Center on
‘Group Process and the Role of the Leader’
Sessions 2 & 3 (11:15-12:15, 1:40-2:40)

Team formation usually follows easily recognizable stages, known as "forming, storming,
norming, and performing." These phases are all necessary and inevitable in order for the
team to grow, to face up to challenges, to tackle problems, to find solutions, to plan work,
and to deliver results. An understanding of the stages can help a group reach
effectiveness more quickly and less painfully by recognizing where the group is in the
process, and helping it to move to the Perform stage. Groups are often forming and
changing, and each time that happens, they can move to a different stage. A group might
be happily Norming or Performing, but a new member might force them back into
Storming. Seasoned leaders will be ready for this, and will help the group get back to
Performing as quickly as possible.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Rosa Guzman, NJ Welca Youth Board Member, on
‘The Struggles of Undocumented Students’
Sessions 1, 2 & 3 (10:05-11:05, 11:15-12:15, 1:40-2:40)
Learn from a promising high school student about the struggles undocumented students
face and how that stigma not only affects their day to day lives, but their future plans.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Rev. Mona Fitch-Elliot on ‘Community Organizing’
Sessions 1, 2 & 3 (10:05-11:05, 11:15-12:15, 1:40-2:40)
This workshop will survey community organizing as a strategy for social change that
focuses on the building of relationships. We will explore some key concepts, such as
power, the importance of organization both formal and informal, leadership, etc. What is
an action? What is an issue? The importance of the one-on-one meeting. Review of some
significant organizing that has taken place in Jersey City and East Brooklyn.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Anderson House Representative on ‘Recovering from Addiction’
Sessions 1, 2 & 3 (10:05-11:05, 11:15-12:15, 1:40-2:40)
The workshop will give an understanding of Addiction in the family beginning with the
definition of Co-dependency. We will brainstorm the kinds of things that can happen to
and within a family that can cause great amounts of emotional pain and stress. We will
look at the belief systems created by children to understand what is going on in their
family and then the coping skills used of which Addiction is one. We will then explore
how we would go about changing ineffective coping skills to effective ones using the 12
Steps or Alcoholics Anonymous, counseling and a higher power. We will conclude with
a question and answer period.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Mimi Cofer, NJ Synod LGBT Task Force on
‘How Welcoming is your Congregation?‘
Sessions 1 & 3 (10:05-11:05, 1:40-2:40)
Join us as we explore Jesus' command to love each other as he loved us, discussing
questions such as: What's so great about being welcoming? How do we hold challenging
conversations with love? How do we move from conversation to action? Whom did
Jesus welcome?
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Heidi Neumark, ‘Hidden Inheritance’ Book Club Discussion
Sessions 2 & 3 (11:15-12:15, 1:40-2:40)
Heidi will lead a book club discussion about her book and her experience writing it.
Whether you’ve read it or not, come hear about her remarkable journey of selfdiscovery.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Also hear from:
Assistant to the Bishop, Rev. Kimberly Vaughn on Diversity (sessions 1, 2 & 3)
WELCA Churchwide President, Patti Austin (session 3)
Service Workshops:
Donate some of your time and crafting skills!
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Assemble NJ charm necklaces for the Triennial Gathering (open throughout the day)
Assemble cookie tins for Seafarers International (during lunch)

The 302 year history of our convention host
Zion Lutheran Church is the oldest Lutheran church in New Jersey

The congregation's first service was held August 1, 1714,
at the home of Aree van Guinee, a dedicated Christian
concerned about the spiritual welfare of his family and
neighbors. A freed slave, van Guinee was born in Dutch
Guinea, Africa.
Church records indicate that the van Guinees had been
members since 1705 of the "Dutch" Lutheran congregation
in Manhattan - a mix of Germans, Danes, Norwegians,
Swedes, and others. For them, Dutch had become their
common language. Van Guinee later moved his family to
the edge of the western frontier (New Jersey) and became a
property owner. It is highly likely that van Guinee played
a leading role in obtaining a pastor for Zion's first service.

The distinguished New York pastor Justus Falckner, the first Protestant clergyman ever
ordained in America, led the worshippers. A Lutheran historian describes Falckner as a
man with a particularly amiable, heart-winning personality. When Falckner was away, a
lay reader (Vorleser) led the worship. Pickel was a successful farmer and became a
prominent participant in the affairs of the Zion congregation and a generous benefactor,
the builder of the congregation's first church building.
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For directions to Zion Lutheran Church, go to their website at: www.zionoldwick.com

There will be a Blood Pressure Check Station at the convention!

Unfortunately, about 1 of 5 U.S. adults with high blood
pressure still do not know that they have it. It’s important to
find out if you do.
According to the CDC:

About 70 million American adults (29%)
have high blood pressure—that’s 1 of every 3
adults.

Once you know if you have high
blood pressure, you can take steps
with your primary care doctor to
control it and its complications.
So why put off checking? Find out
at the Convention!

Only about half (52%) of people with high
blood pressure have their condition under
control.

55.2% of female deaths in 2009 were related
to high blood pressure.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
8:00 am – 9:00 am
8:45 am – 9:00 am
9:00 am - 9:15 am
9:15 am – 9:30 am
9:30 am – 9:55 am
10:00 am – 12:15 am
10:05 am – 11:05 am
11:15 am – 12:15 pm
12:15 pm – 12:45 pm
12:55 PM
1:00 pm – 1:25 pm
1:30 pm – 2:30 pm
2:45 pm – 3:15 pm

2016 Convention Schedule

Registration
Delegate Orientation
Gathering Hymn, Opening Devotions
All Offerings and In-Kind Gifts will be received at
this time
Announcements, Greetings, etc.
Keynote Speaker– Rev. Heidi Neumark
Business meetings for board and delegates
Workshops Session 1
Workshops Session 2
Lunch
Report of the Credentials Committee
Report of the Offerings Committee
Churchwide Representative Report
Workshops Session 3
Worship, Word & Sacrament
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3:15 pm – 3:30 pm
3:30 pm

Installation of Board Members
Convention Closing

NJ WELCA 2016 Convention Service Projects

We’re collecting Personal Care Health Kits for LWR. Please have
your unit assemble them and bring to the Annual Convention in
September.
When LWR distributes Personal Care Kits, it’s often to people who
have lost everything. In the wake of an earthquake, or having fled from
violence as their homes were overtaken, they clasp a towel from a
faraway place, with a bar of soap, a toothbrush…and washing up, they
know that they have not been forsaken by the world.
The very simple gesture of giving a Personal Care Kit can give
someone the encouragement to start anew, starting with a bath. You
can share God’s grace and love by providing that simple comfort.
Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed. All items
should be new and in good condition. Do not enclose the Kit or
any of its contents in plastic bags.
Each kit MUST include the following:
- One light-weight bath-size
towel (between 20"×40" &
52"×27"),
dark
color
recommended
- Two or three bath-size bars of
soap equaling up to 8-9 oz,
any brand, in original wrapping
- One adult-size toothbrush in its
original packaging
- One sturdy comb, remove
packaging
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- One metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging

Wrap all the items in the towel and tie securely with ribbons or yarn.

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

We are also assembling tins of Homemade Cookies for
Seafarer’s International. Please bring:
 Two dozen small cookies in a zip-lock bag. No nuts please

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Convention Book Club Selection:

Hidden Inheritance: Family Secrets, Memory, and Faith
By Heidi B. Neumark

Imagine discovering a secret—that your family has a
hidden Jewish heritage. That your grandfather died in a
concentration camp and your grandmother was a deathcamp survivor. How did you not know? How would it
change your spiritual life? Heidi Neumark, a Lutheran
pastor, happened upon records that revealed her family’s
loss and trauma and resulted in the shocking revelation
that she was suddenly and inherently connected to the
multi-ethnic, marginalized community she had been
ministering to for three decades and to which she felt a
deep affinity. Hidden Inheritance is a combination of
compelling personal story and bold call for social justice
that links the past with contemporary challenges.
Available on Amazon and barnesandnoble.com. Copies will be available for $10
(while supplies last) on Sept 24 at the convention. To reserve one, please email
njwelca@yahoo.com or call Charlene Rollins at 908-698-1454.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Want to get involved beyond your unit?
Want to make great friendships?

We have 5 Board Member positions opening in 2016. If you or someone you know may
be interested, please submit the nominating form on page 10. For questions, contact
Linda Benitz at (609)698-6113 or taxlady@comcast.net. Youth members can join the
board too - Confirmation to age 21.
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And please remember… one delegate is needed at the convention for each unit.
Make your voice heard!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Convention Designated Gifts:

Anderson House

Anderson House is a residential program for women
recovering from alcoholism and drug addiction and their
co-occurring disorders.

Dedicated to providing quality treatment, Anderson House
supports women as they develop the necessary goals and life skills to return to
the community as responsible, sober and productive individuals.
In-Kind gift suggestions: small appointment books/calendars, table-size picture
frames, highlighters, pens, notepads, messenger/book bags (neutral colors),
toiletries, bath towels, twin-size sheets.
For more information on the wonderful work they do, visit
www.andersonhouse.org

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Crossroads Camp & Retreat Center

Cross Roads Camp and Retreat Center is a place where
youth and adults alike can come to be themselves and
have fun in God’s creation. Summer camp strengthens
the faith of all campers and sends them back to their
communities to do God’s work.
And don’t miss their “Wednesday Away”

Wednesday Away at Crossroads Camp and Retreat Center is a wonderful monthly
one-day retreat. A time of rest and renewal on the first Wednesday of each
month. Our time together begins in community with prayer and conversation,
which will be used to ground your day and guide your personal retreat time,
focusing upon a different spiritual practice each month. A spiritual director will
also be available throughout the day for one-on-one conversation, prayer, and
spiritual companionship.
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Check out the Crossroads website for more details www.crossroadsretreat.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Message from our Churchwide Representative
Dear Sisters:

Greetings! I am pleased to introduce myself as the Executive Board member
who will attend your upcoming Synodical Women’s Organization convention.
As the Churchwide Women’s Organization Representative, I will bring news
about the organization’s events, programs and financial matters. While at the
convention, I will be prepared to attend all business meetings. Please
schedule time in your agenda for me to give a thirty minute report. Your
planning team may also speak with me about performing other functions at
your convention.
I will be the representative assigned to your Synodical Women’s Organization
convention.

My gifts and talents are speaking, workshops, fundraising, sermons and leadership.

Travel expenses for the Churchwide Women’s Organization Representative are paid by the
Churchwide Women’s Organization. All of the Churchwide Representative’s expenses and housing
are the responsibility of the Synodical Women’s Organization.

The Churchwide Women’s Organization Representative is prepared to help make your convention a
success. I will be there to listen, share, answer questions and celebrate with your Synodical Women’s
Organization. Please be in contact with me, your Churchwide Representative as soon as possible
upon receipt of this letter, to confirm dates and to begin planning for my presence at your
convention. I can be reached at:
If you have difficulty reaching me, your Churchwide Representative, please contact our executive
director Linda Post Bushkofsky, as soon as possible at 1-800-638-3522, Extension 2740.

I know that God will bless your convention and honor your efforts as you “Mobilize Women to Act
Boldly on Their Faith in Jesus Christ”.
God’s peace and blessings,

Patti Austin
President

P.S. Over the years, the terms President’s Representative and Churchwide (CWO) Women’s
Organization Representative both have been used for reference to the person who brings the
president’s greetings and the churchwide perspective to synodical conventions. They are one in the
12

same.

New Jersey Women of the ELCA
29th Annual Convention
Saturday, September 24, 2016

Zion Lutheran Church
Old Turnpike Rd. and Church Street, Oldwick, NJ 08858

"I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship"
Little Women, Louisa May-Alcott

REGISTRATION FORM

Name__________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________ State_______ Zip____________
Telephone: Day (____)___________________

Evening (____)___________________

E-mail_________________________________________________________________
Congregation____________________________City_____________ Cluster_________
Circle One:

BOARD MBR

DELEGATE

(one delegate is needed for each congregation)

VISITOR

WORKSHOP LEADER

Registration is due by September 10, 2016

Gathering begins with registration at 8:00 AM with Opening Devotions beginning at 9:00 AM.
Delegates are requited to attend the Business meeting beginning at 9:30 AM.
Registration: $35.00 (lunch included)
Students (any age) and Veterans – registration FREE
1st time attendee or under 40 uears old - $15.00
Bulletin of Reports mailed to non-delegates - $5.00
TOTAL ENCLOSED

$__________
$__________
$__________
$__________
$__________

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO “NJ Women of the ELCA”
Please mail checks and registration form to: NJ Women of the ELCA
c/o Linda Holscher, Registrar, 1840 Frontage Road #303, Cherry Hill, NJ 08034

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Linda Holscher (856)858-1512 lmholscher@comcast.net or
Viola Richardson (201)988-3999 bigsue8@verizon.net

Registration will be confirmed by email unless a stamped self-addressed envelope is

13

included.

I grant the NJ WELCA unrestricted rights to use, alter and reproduce any images (still or video) from the event
in any mediu, without compensation.

New Jersey Women of the ELCA
29th Annual Convention
Saturday, September 24, 2016

Zion Lutheran Church
Old Turnpike Rd. and Church Street, Oldwick, NJ 08858

"I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship"
Little Women, Louisa May-Alcott

NOMINATION FORM FOR THE 2016 CONVENTION

SUGGESTED NOMINEE FOR: (please check one)
_____ Board Member
2-Year Term
_____ Youth Board Member
1-Year Term

(This form may be duplicated as needed)

INFORMATION ABOUT NOMINEE:

Last Name______________________________ First Name_________________ MI____

Address___________________________________________________________________
Daytime telephone (

)______________ Evening telephone (

)________________

Congregation/City____________________________Cluster_________________________
Address of Congregation_____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
Please list the qualifications, such as formal training and other acquired abilities that would help this
person perform the duties for the position checked above.

Women of the ELCA [include congregational or inter-congregational
cluster/conference, synodical women’s organization, and churchwide experience].

unit,

ELCA [include congregation, cluster/conference, synod, regional, and churchwide experience]
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(continued on next page)

NOMINATION FORM FOR THE 2016 CONVENTION (continued)
Ecumenical [include local, state, national/international organizations]

Community participation [indicate offices, volunteer services, other responsibilities
for local, state, and national/international organizations]

Vocational/occupational experience [full or part-time]

Age Category

______13-19

______20-35

Ethnic/Racial heritage ___Asian/Pacific Islander
____Arab/Middle Eastern

_______36-55

____African American

_______over 55
____Black

____American Indian/Alaska Native

____Hispanic
____Caucasian

Other comments: Why do you think this person would be effective in this position?

Submitted by:
NAME______________________________ SIGNATURE____________________________
Address______________________________ Telephone ( __)_______________________
Suggested nominee has agreed to accept nomination.

Please complete both sides of this form and submit by September 10, 2016 in order for your
suggested nominee to be considered by the nominating committee. Mail completed form to:
Charlene Rollins, 244 Brook Avenue, North Plainfield, NJ 07060.
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PLEASE NOTE THAT FLOOR NOMINATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

New Jersey Women of the ELCA
29th Annual Convention
Saturday, September 24, 2016

Zion Lutheran Church
Old Turnpike Rd. and Church Street, Oldwick, NJ 08858

"I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship"
Little Women, Louisa May-Alcott

TO:

RESOLUTIONS FORM FOR THE 2016 CONVENTION
Committee on Reference and Counsel

Please consider the following resolution at the 2016 NJ Women of the ELCA Convention.

WHEREAS:

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

Submitted by:
Name of Delegate:___________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________
Telephone:(____)________________Congregation:________________________________

Church Address:_____________________________________________________________

All resolutions must be typed and submitted by September 10, 2016

Please contact us with any questions at njwelca@yahoo.com. Please mail completed forms to:
Charlene Rollins, 244 Brook Avenue, North Plainfield, NJ 07060. Resolutions can also be
presented at the Convention business meeting. They are due the morning of Saturday, September
24, 2016.
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(see other side for Resolution guidelines/helpful hints)

Resolution Instruction Guide

Here are some helpful hints to use as a guide when writing your resolution….
1. Formatting your Resolution



Begin each statement or paragraph describing or explaining the purpose of
the resolution with the word “WHEREAS…”

Begin the recommended action statement(s) or paragraph(s) with the words
“THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT…” (and if needed, “AND BE IT
FURTHER RESOLVED THAT…”)

Format Example:

WHEREAS, ________________________; AND
WHEREAS, ________________________;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT________________________.
2. Implications of Resolution if Adopted
Answer briefly, the following questions:

o What is the financial impact of this resolution on the New Jersey Women of the
ELCA budget? If expenditures are required, what are the sources of income
anticipated to accomplish the purpose of the resolution?

o How does this resolution enhance or forward the mission of the New Jersey
Women of the ELCA?

17
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New Jersey Women of the ELCA
29th Annual Convention
Saturday, September 24, 2016

Zion Lutheran Church
Old Turnpike Rd. and Church Street, Oldwick, NJ 08858

"I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship"
Little Women, Louisa May-Alcott

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
GUIDELINES FOR THE 2016 CONVENTION
Scholarships will be available for the 2016 Annual Convention of the NJ Women of the
ELCA for women who express an interest in attending and demonstrate the financial need.
The Scholarship Committee will review the applications and make final decisions.
Applicant and recipient’s names will remain confidential. At least three scholarships will
be awarded.
Please pass this information on to the women within your church so that anyone interested
may apply. Feel free to make additional copies of this application.
Scholarships are awarded to women who are:
(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)
(E)
(F)

age 35 or younger
or
age 60 or over
or
person of color
or
from a church with an inactive women’s group
or
from a church less than 6 years old
or
attending a NJ Women of the ELCA Convention for the first time

Send applications to:

Ruth Ruediger
22 Hamilton Road
Annandale, NJ 08801

Submit applications by August 1, 2016. Recipients will be notified by August 10, 2016
and must then complete a Registration Form and send it to the Registrar by September 1,
2016. The deadline has been extended, but you must apply ASAP.
IN ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED FOR A SCHOLARSHIP,
PLEASE SEND YOUR APPLICATION ASAP
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New Jersey Women of the ELCA
29th Annual Convention
Saturday, September 24, 2016

Zion Lutheran Church
Old Turnpike Rd. and Church Street, Oldwick, NJ 08858

"I am not afraid of storms, for I am learning how to sail my ship"
Little Women, Louisa May-Alcott

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FOR THE 2016 CONVENTION

Scholarships will be available for the 2016 Annual Convention of the NJ Women of the ELCA
for women who express an interest in attending and demonstrate financial need.
IN ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED FOR A SCHOLARSHIP,
PLEASE SEND YOUR APPLICATION ASAP!
Name of Applicant______________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
number, street

city, state, zipcode

Telephone(_______)_________________________(______)____________________________
home

work

Congregation__________________________________________Cluster___________________
Church Address________________________________________________________________

Telephone(______)__________________________Pastor’s Name________________________
PLEASE USE THE BACK OF THIS PAGE TO RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING:
 What is your involvement with the Women of the ELCA?
 Why is attending the convention important to you?
 How do you plan to use this experience when you return home?

 Please list the category(ies) under which you are applying____________________________
[See application guidelines]
_______________________________________________

Signature

_________________________________

Date

Please send completed application to: Ruth Ruediger, 22 Hamilton Road, Annandale,
NJ 08801 as soon as possible.

Office use only:
Date application received:________________Decision by Scholarship Committee____________
Date registration received:________________
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Scholarship Application (continued)
Please answer the following questions:
 What is your involvement with the Women of the ELCA?

 Why is attending the convention important to you?

 How do you plan to use this experience when you return home?
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Mark your calendars.
You don’t want to miss it!

The Tenth Triennial Gathering will be held July 13-16, 2017, in Minneapolis,
Minn. "All Anew" is the theme. While the planning continues, think about
ways in which God is calling our organization to new ventures. Visit
http://www.welcatg.org/coloring-devotionals for info & free devotionals to
help your unit prepare.

COLORING DEVOTIONALS

Color, pray, explore ‘All Anew’
This series of five devotions is designed to help you prepare for the Tenth
Triennial Gathering, deepening your understanding of the All Anew theme and
accompanying verses. Enjoy the meditative practice of coloring as part of the
devotions.
ELCA pastor Melissa Bills, associate
pastor at First Lutheran Church,
Decorah, Iowa, wrote the five
devotionals that accompany the theme
verses.
Whether
used
in
a
congregational setting, at a synodical
event or in the quiet of one’s home,
these five devotions are important
groundwork for women coming to the
Tenth Triennial Gathering.

The theme verse in each devotion is
based
on The
Message,
a
contemporary
biblical
paraphrase
written by Eugene H. Peterson. The
devotions include:
Renewal of Creation (Psalms 104:30)
Renewal of Sight (Isaiah 43:19)
Renewal of Spirit (Romans 12:2)
Renewal of Hope (2 Corinthians 4:16)
Renewal of Life (Titus 3:4-5)
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Tenth Triennial Convention
July 11-13, 2017

Minneapolis, MN

TRIENNIAL CONVENTION DELEGATE NOMINATION FORM

(This form may be duplicated as needed)

INFORMATION ABOUT NOMINEE:

Last Name______________________________ First Name_________________ MI____
Address__________________________________________________________________
Daytime telephone (

)______________ Evening telephone (

)________________

Congregation/City____________________________Cluster_________________________
Address of Congregation_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Age Category:

_______13-19

_______20-35

Ethnic/Racial heritage: ___Asian/Pacific Islander
____Arab/Middle Eastern

First-Time Delegate?: _____Yes

________36-55

____African American

____American Indian/Alaska Native

________over 55

____Black
____Caucasian

____Hispanic
____Other

______No

List Involvement or Activities in:


Women of the ELCA [include congregational or inter-congregational unit, cluster/conference,
synodical women’s organization, and churchwide experience].

(continued on next page)
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TRIENNIAL CONVENTION DELEGATE NOMINATION FORM (continued)



ELCA [include congregation, cluster/conference, synod, regional, and churchwide experience]



Ecumenical [include local, state, national/international organizations]



Community participation [indicate offices, volunteer services, other responsibilities for
local, state, and national/international organizations]



Vocational/occupational experience[full or part-time]

OTHER COMMENTS:

Submitted by:
NAME______________________________ SIGNATURE___________________________

Address______________________________ Telephone ( __)_______________________
Suggested nominee has agreed to accept nomination.

Please complete both sides of this form and submit by September 10, 2016 in order for your suggested
nominee to be considered by the nominating committee. Mail to Charlene Rollins, 244 Brook Avenue, North
Plainfield, NJ 07060.
PLEASE NOTE THAT FLOOR NOMINATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
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New Jersey Women of the ELCA Board Members 2015-2016

Responsibility/Term Name/Address
End
President
Jean M. Wilkinson2017
Heard
69 Wegman Pkwy
Jersey City, NJ 07305

Phone Number/Email

Church

201-725-2383 (c)
201-547-4473 (day)
JeanW@jcnj.org

Redeemer
Jersey City

201-988-3999
bigsue8@verizon.net

Trinity
Jersey City

Treasurer
2017

Linda Holscher
1840 Frontage Road #303
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034

856-858-1512(h)
Christus
lmholscher@comcast.net Camden

Youth Board
Member
2016

Rosa Guzman

njwelca@yahoo.com

St. John Passaic

Board Member
2017
Circular Editor
Board Member
2016

Linda Benitz
132 Village Dr
Barnegat, NJ 08005

Jennifer Zinone
21 West Drive
Bayonne, NJ 07002
Ruth E. Ruediger
22 Hamilton Road
Annandale, NJ 08801

609-698-6113 (h)
609-290-6766 (c)
taxlady@comcast.net

Lutheran Church
of the Holy Spirit
Manahawkin

Vice President
2017

Secretary
2016
Webmaster
www.njwelca.org

Board Member
2017

Board Member
2016
Board Member 2016
Board Member 2017
Board Member 2017

Viola Richardson
239 Stegman St.
Jersey City, NJ 07305

908-698-1454 (c)
Charlene Rollins
244 Brook Ave
908-754-1514 (h)
North Plainfield, NJ 07060 chroll@comcast.net
njwelca@yahoo.com

Lorraine Simakowicz
89 Fenner Avenue #1
Clifton, NJ 07013

551-655-7507
JZinone@aol.com

Trinity
Dover

Grace
Bayonne

908-638-6661 (h)
Spruce Run
908-310-0105 (c)
Glen Gardner
ruthruediger@yahoo.com
973-868-3380
lejsrn@yahoo.com

One Year Unexpired Term >>>> VACANT <<<<
>>>> VACANT <<<<
>>>> VACANT <<<<

St. John
Passaic
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DONATION for NJ Circular
$5.00 OR MORE TO HELP
DEFRAY THE COST!

You may submit your donation to the
New Jersey Circular anytime during
the year. Each donation helps defray
the cost of postage. Thank you for
your support.
DONATION FORM

Name ____________________________

Be sure to check out Gather’s August Address __________________________
issue for the conclusion of their Summer
___________________________
Bible Study by Angela Shannon, “The
heart of the matter: Reconciliation.” Phone Number ____________________
Order your copy by calling 800-638-3522 Church Name _____________________
ext.
2580
or
visit
MAKE PAYMENTS TO:
http://resources.elca.org/Products“NJ Women of the ELCA”
Women.html
Send to Linda Holscher, Treasurer
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
1840 Frontage Road #303
Please visit our website at
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
www.njwelca.org for the
various convention forms ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
(registration, nominations, resolutions, and
scholarship) and all other information
relating to our Annual Convention, as well as
other information on the New Jersey
Women of the ELCA.

THANK YOU CHARLENE!!! Thanks go out to
Charlene
Rollins,
our
Save a Tree!
WEBMASTER. If not for her
Email us at njwelca@yahoo.com with
talents and efforts, we would
your email address and we will send
not have our www.njwelca.org
future NJ Circular Newsletters to you
website. Check us out online!

electronically!
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Hope Lutheran Church
211 Elton-Adelphia Rd
Freehold, New Jersey 07728

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Freehold
PERMIT NO. 32
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Pastors and Administrators – please
give this issue to your women’s group.
DATED MATERIAL

NJ Women of the ELCA Circular

Circular Editor, Jennifer Zinone
Web Page Editor, Charlene Rollins
www.njwelca.org

3rd Quarter 2016

Save the Date!
Saturday, September 24, 2016

29th Annual New Jersey Women of the ELCA Convention

Our Mission and Purpose
As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus
Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm
our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and
promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.
PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON…… After reading, share it with others .
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