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Our Mission and Purpose

As a community of women created in the image of Gailéd to discipleship in Jesus Chrisit,
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit oueseto grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings, engage in stiyiand action, and promote healing afjd
wholeness in the church, the society, and the world




Thank you to everyone who attended this year’s

Thankoffering Service

It certainly was a ‘Sweet Fellowship,’ filled withendship, laughter and worship, led by
Presiding Minister, Pastor Lee Zandstra of Livingtéfs Lutheran Church, Ringoes.

We raised $271 for Churchwide aHtDGE piles of food foH.l.G.H.W.A.Y.S.,Bayonne’s emergency food bank.

We learned how to create a Blessing Box for 2016

Each night, write one thing God blessed you witt thay and put it into your box. Next year, befibre
Thankoffering Service, open and read all the bigssGod gave you during the previous year.
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11. Repeat Step 9 and 10 at
the other end of the box...and
its finished!

‘ To make a lid, just make
another box, but start with a
slightly bigger piece of paper.

10. Fold top of model
over into the box.Its
taking shape!




The Thrift Shop at St John Lutheran Church, Passaic, had its
original beginning in 1974 when WELCA members opened a thrift
shop called the Golden Nugget in Jersey City by a network of
congregations. They sold donated clothing, housewares and small
appliances. In the 1990's it became a program of the Lutheran
Social Ministries of New Jersey.

When the Golden Nugget closed in 2002, the WELCA women of St
John Lutheran Church in Passaic, under the guidance of Joyce
Hartkopf, WELCA president at St John, began monthly Thrift Shops
at the church Parish Hall at 140 Lexington Avenue. This was a
program designed to benefit local charities as well as help
somewhat with the needs of the church. The area originally was a
magnet for German immigrants, and most recently has grown with
immigrants of Hispanic or Latin descent, who now comprise an

estimated 70% of the City of Passaic. The church now holds
Spanish services and English services regularly, and on occasion a German service. Members have
been blessed with Pastor Ignaki Unzaga, fluent in these languages.

Prices at the Thrift Shop are the lowest in the area, as the large numbers of repeat shoppers are
aware. Many are disappointed by our "vacation" months of January and July. We are fortunate to
have clothing donated by other churches whose pastors and congregations know Pastor Unzaga, and
we often have clothing of extremely high quality. Many of our customers send purchases to families in
other countries. Books are free and we encourage the children in particular to take them. Toys are
sold at extremely low prices.

In 2015 as in preceding years, we made donations to the Passaic office of The Salvation Army, Eva's
Village, St Peter's Haven, United Passaic Organization, Children's Day Nursery, First Presbyterian
Church Food Bank, and Mental Health Clinic of Passaic. Remaining funds were donated to St John
Church. As our WELCA membership at St John has declined, we have been blessed with helpers
volunteering who are not St John members. We have fund-raising dinners with help from the ladies of
St John Evangelical Lutheran Church in Clifton.

Super Bowl Sunday food and money collected in January is always donated to the food pantry at the
First Presbyterian Church, and money donated for Blanket Sunday is sent to Church World Service.
In 2015 WELCA members assembled 21 School Kits for Church World Service as well as 5 quilts
made from materials donated to us. Nineteen Christmas packages were assembled and donated to
Seafarer's International.

The WELCA mission has always been to serve our Lord by serving our community, our church, and
all people in need. Lorraine Simakowicz, our WELCA president, is an active member of the NJ Board
and our member Rosa Guzman is a youth board member.

By Margaret Franklin We want to hear what your unit is up to. Email news
WELCA Secretary What's your story? about events or special happenings within your unit to
St John Lutheran Church njwelca@yahoo.com.
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Tentative 2016 Convention Schedule
8:00 am — 9:00 am Registration
8:45 am — 9:00 am Delegate Orientation
9:00 am - 9:15 am Gathering Hymn, Opening Devation
All Offerings & In-Kind Gifts will be received it time
9:15 am — 9:30 am Announcements, Greetings, etc.
9:30 am — 9:55 am Keynote Speaker
10:00 am — 12:15 am Business meetings for boardlaledjategvisitors welcomed)
10:05 am — 11:05 am Workshops Session 1
11:15 am — 12:15 pm Workshops Session 2
12:15 pm — 12:55 pm Lunch
1:00 pm — 1:30 pm Churchwide Representative Report
1:40 pm — 2:40 pm Workshops Session 3
2:45 pm — 3:15 pm Worship, Word & Sacrament
3:15 pm — 3:30 pm Installation of Board Members
3:30 pm Convention Closing
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Hidden Inheritance: Family Secrets, Memory, and Faith
By Heidi B. Neumark

Imagine discovering a secret—that your family has a hidden Jewish
heritage. That your grandfather died in a concentration camp and your
grandmother was a death-camp survivor. How did you not know? How
would it change your spiritual life? Heidi Neumark, a Lutheran pastor,
happened upon records that revealed her family’s loss and trauma and
resulted in the shocking revelation that she was suddenly and inherently
connected to the multi-ethnic, marginalized community she had been
ministering to for three decades and to which she felt a deep affinity. Hidden
Inheritance is a combination of compelling personal story and bold call for
social justice that links the past with contemporary challenges.

Available on Amazon and barnesandnoble.com. Copies will be available for
$10 (while supplies last) on Sept 24 at the convention. To reserve one,
please email njwelca@yahoo.com or call Charlene Rollins at 908-698-1454.
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We are giving our young people one of the most precious gifts, by
sending them to camp. Camp can mean many different things to a
child. That is what makes camp a special place. When we send our
kids to camp, they can have a unique and transformative experience.

Summer camp allows youth to be themselves. This is a place they can
discover who they are as people. They come to camp as equals, at a
level “playing field,” and get to experience camp together. They are
given choices, and are able to make those on their own. By choosing
which week-long activity they want to do or which afternoon activity,
they are learning responsibility. They are learning that they have the
choice, and don’t necessarily have to do exactly what their friends are
doing , they can be independent and try new things in a safe
environment.

Our young people are valued for their individuality. Their counselors
embrace each one of them and are positive role models. They are
treated with respect and understanding in a safe environment which
allows for a trust to form and, in turn, gives campers a safe zone to be
who they are. Each week our staff strive to create a welcoming and
safe space for campers, as a cabin they will go through low ropes and
cabin building to help create and secure cabin bonding. While all
cabins may not become best friends, what they will leave with is a
sense of what it means to belong to a community. Campers will leave
camp knowing that they are loved, cherished, and celebrated.

Camp is a place full of God’s Grace. Campers have the opportunity to
live out their faith daily, and discover more about what they believe. By
being allowed to ask questions, they can dig deeper into their faith,
without worry of what others may think. Our staff walk and learn
alongside them.

Cross Roads is a place where we can be our true selves, where we
can celebrate who we are. Where we are allowed to step away from
the business of our everyday lives and be present to open our hearts
for a transformation to occur within ourselves.

See you at camp this summer.
By Kathryn Schaefer, Program Director




NJ WELCA 2016 Convention Service Projects

We're collecting Personal Care Health Kits for LWR. Please have your unit assemble
them and bring to the Annual Convention in September.

When LWR distributes Personal Care Kits, it's often to people who have lost everything.
In the wake of an earthquake, or having fled from violence as their homes were
overtaken, they clasp a towel from a faraway place, with a bar of soap, a
toothbrush...and washing up, they know that they have not been forsaken by the world.

The very simple gesture of giving a Personal Care Kit can give someone the
encouragement to start anew, starting with a bath. You can share God'’s grace and love
by providing that simple comfort.

Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed. All items should be new
and in good condition. Do not enclose the Kit or an y of its contents in plastic
bags.

Each kit MUST include the following:
One light-weight bath-size towel
(between 20"x40" & 52"x27"), dark
color recommended
Two or three bath-size bars of soap
equaling up to 8-9 oz, any brand, in
original wrapping
One adult-size toothbrush in its original
packaging
One sturdy comb, remove packaging
One metal nail clippers (attached file
optional), remove packaging

Wrap all the items in the towel and tie securely with ribbons or yarn.

@lejelaleeceeceeceeeeEeeceeceeaeeeeceeceeceeEeceaeaedaeaaaadeadeedeeeeeeeleelcey

We are also assembling tins of Homemade Cookies Seafarer's

International. Please bring:
Two dozen small cookies in a zip-lock bag. No mpiéase.

clejaaeeceeceeeceeeeeceeceeedeeaeaeedeceeceeadeeedeeceec@ceeeele)
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Please contact us with any questions at njwelca@yabm. Please mail completed forms to:
Charlene Rollins, 244 Brook Avenue, North PlairdieNJ 07060. Resolutions can also be
presented at the Convention business meeting. dteygue the morning of Saturday, September
24, 2016.

(see other side for Resolution guidelines/helpfuhks)
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
GUIDELINES FOR THE 2016 CONVENTION

Scholarships will be available for the 2016 AnnGalnvention of the NJ Women of the

ELCA for women who express an interest in atten@ing demonstrate the financial need.
The Scholarship Committee will review the applioas and make final decisions.

Applicant and recipient’'s names will remain confitlal. At least three scholarships will

be awarded.

Please pass this information on to the women wigbir church so that anyone interested
may apply. Feel free to make additional copiethisf application.

Scholarships are awarded to women who are:

(A) age 35 or younger
or
(B) age 60 or over
or
(C)  person of color
or
(D)  from a church with an inactive women’s group
or
(E)  from a church less than 6 years old
or
(F)  attending a NJ Women of the ELCA Convention forfitst time

Send applications to:
# #
00 + #
/61.12

Submit applications byAugust 1, 2016 Recipients will be notified bAugust 10, 2016
and must then complete a Registration Form and gse¢odhe Registrar beptember 1,
2016.

IN ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED FOR A SCHOLARSHIP,
PLEASE SEND YOUR APPLICATION BY_ AUGUST 1, 2016
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Scholarships will be available for the 2016 AnnGalnvention of the NJ Women of the ELCA
for women who express an interest in attendingdemonstrate financial need.

IN ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED FOR A SCHOLARSHIP,
PLEASE SEND YOUR APPLICATION BY AUGUST 1, 2016

Name of Applicant

Address

number, street city, state, zipcode
Telephone( ) ( )

home work
Congregation Cluster
Church Address
Telephone( ) Pablans

PLEASE USE THE BACK OF THIS PAGE TO RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING:
What is your involvement with the Women of the ELTA
Why is attending the convention important to you?
How do you plan to use this experience when yourmgtome?

Please list the category(ies) under which you ppdying

[See application guidelines]

Signature Date

Please send completed application to# # /00 + #/ /
61.12-7 August 1, 2016.

Office use only:
Date application received: Decigjo8cholarship Committee

Date registration received:

15



Scholarship Application (continued)
Please answer the following questions:

What is your involvement with the Women of the ELCA

Why is attending the convention important to you?

How do you plan to use this experience when you ret

?

urn home?

16



Tenth Triennial Convention
July 11-13, 2017
Minneapolis, MN
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New Jersey Women of the ELCA Board Members 2015-261

Responsibility/Term End | Name/Address Phone Number/Email Church
President Jean M. Wilkinson- 201-725-2383 (c) Redeemer
2017 Heard 201-547-4473 (day) Jersey City
69 Wegman Pkwy JeanW@jcnj.org
Jersey City, NJ 07305
Vice President Viola Richardson 201-988-3999 Trinity
2017 239 Stegman St. bigsue8@verizon.net Jersey City
Jersey City, NJ 07305
Treasurer Linda Holscher 856-858-1512(h) Christus
2017 1840 Frontage Road #303mholscher@comcast.net Camden
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034
Secretary Charlene Rollins 908-698-1454 (c) Trinity
2016 244 Brook Ave 908-754-1514 (h) Dover
North Plainfield, NJ chroll@comcast.net
07060
Youth Board Member Rosa Guzman njwelca@yahoo.com St. John
2016 Passaic
Board Member Linda Benitz 609-698-6113 (h) Lutheran
2017 132 Village Dr 609-290-6766 (c) Church of the
Barnegat, NJ 08005 taxlady@comcast.net Holy Spirit
Manahawkin
Board Member Jennifer Zinone 551-655-7507 Grace
2017 21 West Drive JZinone@aol.com Bayonne
Bayonne, NJ 07002
Board Member Ruth E. Ruediger 908-638-6661 (h) Spruce Run

2016

22 Hamilton Road
Annandale, NJ 08801

908-310-0105 (c)
ruthruediger@yahoo.com

Glen Gardner

Board Member
2016

Lorraine Simakowicz
89 Fenner Avenue #1
Clifton, NJ 07013

973-868-3380
lejsrn@yahoo.com

St. John
Passaic

Board Member 2016

One Year Unexpired Term >>>>VACANT <<<<

Board Member 2017

>>>SV/ACANT <<<<

Board Member 2017

>>>SV/ACANT <<<<

NJ WELCA Circular - Editor: Jennifer Zinone: 551-655-7507 Email: JZinone@aol.com
Website: www.njwelca.org Charlene Rollins: 908-698-1454
Emails can be sent tonjwelca@yahoo.com
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Non-Profit Organization

Hope Lutheran Church U.S. POSTAGE

211 Elton-Adelphia Rd PAID

Freehold, New Jersey 07728 Freehold
PERMIT NO. 32

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Pastors and Administrators — please
give this issue to your women’s group.

NJ Women of the ELCA Circular 2nd Quarter 2016

Circular Editor, Jennifer Zinone
Web Page Editor, Charlene Rollins
www.njwelca.org
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PLEASE PASS THIS NEWSLETTER ON.... After reading, share this Circular with others.
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